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MEMORANDUM OF 


CONVERSATION 


PARTICIPANTS: 



DATE AND TIME: 


Le Due Tho, Representative of the Government 
of the DRV 

Nguyen Co Thach, Vice-Minister of Foreign 
Affairs 

Phan Hien, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Col. Hoang Hoa 

Nguyen Dinh Phuong, interpreter 
three note takers 

Dr. Henry A. Kissinger, Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs 
Ambassador Graham Martin, Ambassador-Designate 

to RVN 

George Aldrich, Deputy Legal Advisor, Department 
^of State 

William Stearman, NSC Staff 
Peter W. Rodman, NSC Staff 
Miss Irene G. Derus, notetaker 

Wednesday, May 23, 1973 
10:30 a. m. - 5:05 p. m. 


La Fontaine au blanc 
St. Nom la Breteche 


The group gathered in the living room for a short informal session before 
meeting around the conference table. The meeting began at 10:43 a. m. 
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Le Due Tho; We will do this say to help you in Laos, 


Kissinger: Yes. Is this a correct understanding of what Ambassador Sulli- 
van and Minister Thach have discussed? 

Le Due Tho: But in Laos. Minister Thach has told Ambassador Sullivan 
th.U we will help you to coordinate with our ally in Laos in getting information 
about the missing in action in Laos. As to those in Cambodia, we will wait 
until after the solution and we will deal with this question. 

Kissinger: You don't understand the point I am making. 

Le Due Tho : . Have I well understood you, that whe n you make a statement 
about this question for the whole of Indochina, we will not state it? 

Kissinger: You will not contradict it. 

Le Due Tho : We will say nothing about it. 

Kissinger; But without saying so, you will help us. We have an understandin 
on your honor that you will help us. 

Le Due Tho: We have to cooperate with our Lao friends. As to the statemen ; 
you will make for the purpose of public opinion, we will say nothing. 

Kissinger: Yes, but also for the purpose of reality. If you will help us. It 

will be helpful if you give us your assistance without making a public state- 
ment about it. You have often told me you could do things that are not 
written down. 

Le Due Tho: I agree. But I have to add that we have to cooperate with our 
Lao friends because it is their sovereignty, 

Kissinger: I understand. Now we would still like a sentence from youvhich 

I don't understand why you can't give us — which says that "the DRV has 
been informed that there are no U. S. prisoners being held in Laos--that ail 
the prisoners held in Laos have been released. " It would be very important 

for us. 
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is^ailho: I have acknowledged to you that all of them have been released. 
■Kissinger, ■ why can't you write it down? 


juv uuc i no? 


. e message March 24 message to you 

selves on this message- -March 26. Have we finished? ' 
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